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the 1995 utheeak when he
ised rransfasions of blood
WiEnls whi surived the dis-
oelght sk paglenis. Westermn
were horriffed. although
1 the patients survived.
*mbe has accused west-
titations of reduding Alricin
1 o smmple collectors while
% and recognition has gome
During the 2008 curbreak he
| thuat all blond samples shimakd
Congn, something that was
Eabde a few vears earlier.
¢ orisis meetings last month,
i demanded a change of
ator, bringing back a former
e whoworked alongside him
bt 2008 Eboks epidemic arl
=19 pandemic. DRC and it
% have launched a new $1.3bn
expand the respanse an the
. with more field hospiials,
sds more workers and a new
Iracing programme.
"his o peam deronirkd hien arsd
wding secured, he |5 confident
I thibs o pheek, “Wie sl huve
aroblems in the Geld,” he con-
it achdied; *T affinm now that

sreih B umder controel”

share that optimism.

dearl~ ~ ~{ conirol. Theme's
it ir ¥ it's ot said
mz < veteran Ebola
N director ar the
texs _dse Control and

tlom, *That's ridiculous, an
F-out misappropriacion af the

n bells keep ringing. A river
Jas incercepred S0 miles
m from Kinshass kst month
passenger died on board.
s nEers whio Wene qusinin-
ssted] negative for Ebola and
e of the virus was found on
wat healthexperts are sl bai-
turm the outhreak back from
Iral. A WHO model predicts o
ange of 3 case heing detocad
1 by the end of Seprember.
at ks most scary bs when it
g urban cemres” Kommadyk
it were to reach Kinshasa, or
tart spreading in Goma, then
whl have a much bigger chal-
1your bands... It could get int,
tral African Republic: it cowld
« South Sudan. If it hits Soath
there is nothing o sop it
fig Intermacbonal response
up. DRC received 16046
if the Ervebo vaccine that ks
£ against the “Zalre” strakn of
dirvermibe sabd carly tests sug-
ffers some protection agaimnst

L4

= are further promi=sing indi-
Tomm some feld labaratories,
nfection rates Bae dropped
e S o bebow 10%.
sxperts predict chat the our-
will continue for months,
the risk that the virs could
. producing new, deadbier

E

ceiling could be millions of
W are rolling the dice mwver
er and over the longer i is
1 to spread uncontrolled
byl sarid.

more you let that order of
ude expand, the maore often
giving i & chance to evalve in
are dangerous wiry... Everyane
aing the ball on this. The ra-
#e areon is that this could mun
nally indeliniely”
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Ona tour of the Long Island streets where he grew up, the former Trump
spokesman talks o Gerry Smith about where America went wrong, podcast
stardom and why being [ired from the White House was the making of him

The Observer Walk

Anthony Scaramucci

B LT RRR

‘Getting my ass kicked in
Washington, I became
more human to everyone’

nthony Scaramucci

is giving me a tour

of his chikdhood

home when he stops

o |k &t a Téme

magazine oover an
the wall. Below the docade-ald
headbing ey Toamip Won™ the
preskdent had writien a message
1o Scaramuc’s mother: “Marie,
Anthomy is great * Scammuoco reads
it aloud, “How Docking gre, rights
e says. “This focking asshole”

How times have changed. Omce

@ hoyad Trump ally, the prodaniy-
wielding Scaramuwert, affectionatehy
knowmn as “the Mooch” has
ranstormed inco one of his fercest
critics. v as Scaramucd puts ic: “We
hacking hate each other.” The Wall
Smeet limancier has parlayed his
Meeting sting at the While House -
‘whar he calls “the biggest mistake of
iy lile™ - indo a sucoessfull side hustle
2 a political commentator. When
we meet for ourwalk, the popular
podiast that he co-hosts, The Best s
Fuolitics: U5, is preparing for 2 seven-
ity tour acrass North Amserica before
the: midierm elecions. His new
oo, A the Wrong Moves: Howr Three
Carasrrophic Dvcisfons and Years of
Sh*rsisone Politics Ll do Trumep - and

| Mot W Finad @ Wy O, s about tobe

pablished. In i, Samnmond angues
that LS polincians expanded mde
with Chimia went towar while asming
tanes, then bailed ot the banks
= all whille lgnoring the fnanclal
desperation of ordinary Americans.

A1 first glance, Scaramuced dossn't
s quealified 1o be an expert on
Trump o the plight of erdinary
Americans. He served as the
president's communicitions direcnar
in 2017 for a meere 11 days. (" People
sy | ot fired after 10 days. | say, ‘So,
It was 11, Don' cheat me oul of the
lasz day.™) He's also a member of the
upper class, having earned mdllicns
ot nearly Tour decades on Wall
Surect. Bt e 62-vear-okl's risumd
rells andy part of the story, A longgime
Rpiabiican party fundralser, be's
heae] & fromt-row seat bo the ways that
mney inflences politics. He also
grew up around peaple who Lved
a middle-dass American dream,
only i see it threatensd by political
decisions. Scaramucd has lved
on both sides of America’s dass
divide, giving him a rare perspective
o0 how that divicle is nirw being
srefched 1o breaking point.

Om am afremmoon sl
Scaramucd ook me Back o kiz

https://observer.co.uk/print-edition#/reader/the-observer/20260913

ook a suburb on New York's Long
Island called Part Washington He
still lives about thres miles away.
“1 try to keep anchored 1o the place
1 grew up in,” he sys. Scaramucd
s sparting a black T-shirt, grey
Mew Badance sncakers amd a deep
g, eiving juast returned froem his
family’s annial Disney cnalse,

Theousaiss of vear &0, massie
ghaciers receded from the bmd that
e re aLamding on. leaving Port
Washington with soume of the langest
samd and gravel deposits in Morth
America, Many Iallan Americans,
mchuding Scmmmacci's father,
mined the sand oo make concrete for
thee baridges, runneds aned skyscrapers
af mearty Mew York Ciry,

In The Gres Garshy, the town
of Bast B wias inspined by a
wealthy neighbowrhomd near Poct
‘Wazhington called Sands Poimt. But
when Scaramiscd was growing up,
Port Washingion was a working-
class community filled with miners,
plumbers, plasierboard fimers and
eleciricians. His father, a crane
aperatar, bought thedr house In 1962
o e $16000. The famély lved
moxdesily. Scaramuce shared the
single upsrairs baghmoom with his
lrother, sister and parents. Because

their hosse st on the sibe of a
formser pond, the basement aften
fhonded and it still has a damp smell.

Soaramucei describes his father
g% an: "odd -school lnlian® quiet amd
strice, The rense srmosphene at bome
Caused Fim o avoid condlios when
the gt older, 3 personallgy wrale that
The says contribumed o the fallare of
This first martiage. Scaranucd redalls
iz mother celebrating the purchase
ol thedr first washier and drver. =1
was in the second grade.” he says
“I'll never forget it. | was like, "What
ihie hiell s goirg an in here® They
were like, "W doo'’t have to go o the
lsundromar sny more?™ His mother,
whea s almiost 0, siill s ar his
childhond hame, whene things ane
largely unchanged, exceps fora gift
ihat Scaramuodi boughn her that sits
i the ganiyge: a Maseradi.

As we leave The house, Scaramusci
pinks cul i Trump's base can
be foundd in blwe-collar Long Island
communites Hke this one. “Whys
Because the Democrats lost the
plot.” he says. “They became oulture
WATTICrs and want (o use [N
lik: bz, hiem, he, she an all this
stupld nonsense. And Donakd
Trmp promised that be woulkd help
e working chiss. Has he done that?

I vl suhbmait Bo vou that e basn'.
These people ding s kim becuse
hee's nm asmtar for their anger.” We're
walking up Madison Street - the
sxreets are mamed after founding
Faabeers such a5 Jefferson, Adams ansd
Webster - when one of his mothers
ncighibours palls up next o us, molls
down her car window and shouts:
“What are you selling mows™

Scaramuce smdles and replies:
“T'm selling met™

Scaramuced is abways selling
something. After kawing Goldman
Sachs in the 15950s, he made
millsors by sellimg his financial
services company, He naw runs the
Irvesnment firm SkyRrikdge Capical,
where be sells investars on the
ptential of bitcoln {Scaramucd
wits ebanrassed 4 bew Yours age
after selling a 309 stake in the frm
DO CFYPICCUITENCY CfvIngEprenciss
Sam Bankman-Fried, who was kter
exposed as a fraud). Ax a Bepublicin
party fundraiser, Scaramuacci
sohl domsors the promise of what
presidential candidates would bring
to the job, That's how he ended up
Im thi ol thar woaild boch humiane
heim and make him famoos.

Byl old me, *Don't do 12 be
recalls, “We almost gol divoroed”

Trump sucks for
everything, but

he’s great for the
podcast business

In 2047, Tramp Gred Scaramucc
as Whibe House commumications
direcior after just awesk and a
Thalf, during which time Smramuocc
gave an expletive-filled incerview
o Mewr Yeoker magasine thai he
thosaghit was off the recand. He
hecame a natonal panchiine, Lare-
night comedians callad him “Tony
Soprano o (e Pobomac”, a "oy
Shore cast member® and “human
doaine”, His White House stinl was
w0 brief that it has jokdngly fturned
imsios 2 measure of Hme.

When Scaramuod and [ meet,
Trump’s press secretary, Kanoline
Leavitt, had just stepped down after
abour 19 months In & role simikar
to the one Scaramucci held. Absays
waning to be in an the joke, the
Moach posted 1o his mone than
1 milllion followers on X that Leavitt
had Easbed “500T Scaram o™,

"2k fodd 43 lies on average eveny
press conference,” Scaramucd joloes.
*she Hed with aplomb. She led with
comfidence. Karaline, man, she had
ta keep that facade going™

Scaramucc] dossn keep facades,
e amy mre, Instead of hiking his
Infamons falhare, e seems happy
to medive the time when b weng 1o
Washimgron amd., a8 e pabs i =pel

| my ass kicked”. He belioves it makes
hiim miore relatable. “Yoo become
more human io everybody with a few
Pallures,” he says. He pracrises what
e calls pranaia, ar the opposite of
paranala, ks the belief char che waorld
I working for yoan “1'm o0 short
b see the glass as anything ocher
cham hald fall,” the: L75m {581 %in)
Scaramucc lkes 1o sy,

€ turm kel on

Main Street

ard walk

borwards what

WIS Onoe

bl uncle's
roforcyche shisp. B was called] Ghaost,
which was the nickname kncal palice
fave his undhe, Sal DeFeo, bocause
I g arosieed ponwm e a white
Harley Davidson. Scaramuecd necalls
Peanging our 3 the shop with his
cousins and playing pranks: when
someune they didn't like went to
the: bathroom, they hooked up car
bastery cables to the metal door
handle, shocking the person as
they tried 1o beave. "1 was 2 fucking
wWisCass a5 & Kid,” het s, A fow
hiodes away Is the iormer site of
Scaramuccis dementary schol,
where a gym eacher who coildn’t

pronounce hig surname Grst dubbed
him the Monoch. It was a subsle bit

af rcism that immigrant tamilies
enew all roo weell, Scarammicos
grandfather coubdn' get certain johs
hecawse hewas [tallam.

Scaramsoc] wanis ro show me
where his father worked. Sowe
drive & few miles dowmn Wiest Share
ool wnt il we anrive At @ monansent
for local sandminers. The mine has
simde been cleaned for a goll course.
but there's a plague bonouwring
Alemnder Scaramucet, whio worked
here for four decades, leaving the
house at Sam, day in and day oat,
regardless of weather. [f was a jab
he never wanned for is son “When
1ot ey okt Godel i, ey father's
Nike T ngver want vou complaning
aksonn thar job” Scarameici says.
“You'ne indoors. You'ne out of dinect
sunlight, There's: io heavy Hidag™

Staramisec hasn't poeded o do
any heavy lifting in his caneer. Bat
orcasionally he bos needed o fight.
He sgaved heyval to Tramp for two
years after be was fired. Bur then
the president began cricicising
SCarampcs wire on socfal medix
anid the gloves came off. “I'm a New
Yorker from the srect, so then 1
started punching back” he saye
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arti Madison
Sereet [m the
Lomg Bland
neighbourhood
where he
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He hasat stopped. On his
posdcast. which he hosts wich the
longrime BRC journadist Kary Ka
Soaramucc refers fo Trump as
“the arange Mloviator and “Duam
[amb”, amsong other names. “Un
poco pishdes],” Scaramucc sy
me in talian diaspora slang. Late
I lowk up thie translation and lean
that he's moddng a certain part
Trumg's anarany, “Lers st say |
OVERGMpEnsating for something
Scaramucc] says,

Wt we mct, (e lefrwing
soxcialists of the Demooratic parts
are gaining political momentum
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortes i

leading a poll of 2028 Demoomaii
presadeniial contend~  “~hmn
Wamdani is eight L]
his role as mayar:

Ciry. “Mamdami s mil
In American politics. K
Kemnedy and Barnck (bama,”
Scaramuce] says. Abdul El-Sayed,
& progressive who shares many

of their valses, jost wor a Senate
primary 0 Michigan. All thire:
politickins wanl bo raise G on
wealtfy. Scaramucc doesn't agre
*1 don't think it makes sense o
B b war with thee rich” he says,
thoagh he later darifies in an em
“1 dix thimk chat the rich need mp
mre faxes, mvself mchuded ™
Aswe small back mowards the
cak, | ask Scaramipocd whiether b’
considered rasning for politcal
affice. The tather of fve dismisse
the idea, saviog he wants o
maintain a good rekationship witd
his wifie, Deidre, who filed for
divarce while be was working for
Trump. They have sinoe made up
*I'm mnming for re-slection in
marTiage” he sya. “But | do wan
be @ wodce af reasan for 2 solutior
which iswhy | wraie the hook”
Thiz peison people will red th
bosnik s olvwinas to Scaramucel,
wihed ks moching If not self-aware,
Fie Enowas 1l many waid 1o
hear what he thinks only becans:
ol his assesiation with Trumg.
Maybe the Mooch can explain the
LS president’s aften inexplicable
hehaviour? “Tromp sucks for
everything, but he's greas for the
podcast business,” Scaramucc sa
Thiz posdcast, the hook — |5 has |
miakings of a comeback story tha
conild meTit (55 owen Time magazl
cover; hiosw the wiscass son ol acr
operaior meide it on Wall Streel, fxi
epectacutarty on the workd's bign
stage, then began a new chapler,
*This ix a big lesson for people in
life” Scaramucdd says, “There are
silver linings to vour mistakes™

ALl the Wrang Moves: How Three
Catasarophi; Degizions anmd Yoars
af Sh*tshow Polifics Led to Trimp
= il Fiowr We Find @ Way Our, i
pubished on Thursday
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